Christmas Eve with Trinity Lutheran Church
Trinity will be offering three in-person candlelight worship services with Holy Communion at 3:30,
5:00, and 6:30 on Thursday, December 24. At 3:30 the worship service will be streamed via Facebook Live on the Tea Trinity Facebook page. Later in the evening this service will available on the
Tea Trinity Facebook page on YouTube.
If you would like to take part in Holy Communion and the Candlelight service at home, you can pick
up a bag at church that will have candles for you and your family, the elements for Holy Communion, and instructions for how to celebrate Holy Communion in your home during this time of pandemic.

Please preregister for the worship service you plan to attend so we can plan for socially
distanced seating. You can preregister on-line through this link https://rb.gy/oo5gal , call the
church office, or sign up in person in the gathering space at church. A reminder to please
wear a mask as Trinity is a supporter of the #MaskUpSoDak campaign. If you do not have a
mask, masks will be available at each of the entrances.

GIVING TREE
A big service project takes many hands to make it a success. That is certainly true of our Giving
Tree at Trinity. Thank you to the many donors who took a tag and bought gifts. The children and
their families who benefit from those Christmas gifts are happy and grateful. Thank you for your
generosity. Deacon Christie

COVID FOOD GIVEAWAY
When the pandemic hit, we knew that there would be families under stress with work hours cut or
eliminated. We began the Covid Food Giveaway in May and offered it twice a month through October. We put no qualifiers on who could sign up. The response was eye-opening. People were hurting.
Thank you to the planning team, Amanda McKnelly, Gloria Woodring, Barb Hanson, Pr Tom and
Deacon Christie Meier. We represented tLINK, the Tea Area Food Pantry, the Tea Area School and
Trinity Lutheran Church.
Thank you for four many volunteers who helped distribute food. We are so grateful for you and your
service to others.

CHURCH CALENDAR

Weekly Update

Sunday—12-20 In-Person 8am & 10:30am WorFriday, December 18, 2020 (2 week edition)
ship, 9am—10:30am Pickup Goodie bags for SS
Trinity Lutheran Church Tea, SD
School and Confirmation students, On-Line worship
at 10:30am, 11:45am Drive Through Communion, 2pm On-Line Sunday School Christmas Program
Tuesday—8:30am Preschool
Thursday— Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship services at 3:30pm, In-Person and On-Line, 5pm
and 6:30pm services In-Person.
Friday—Merry Christmas—Church Office Closed
Sunday—12-27 In-Person 8am & 10:30am Worship, On-Line worship at 10:30am
Friday—1/1 Happy New Year—Church Office Closed
Sunday—1/3/21—In-Person 8am & 10:30am Worship, On-Line worship at 10:30am

The Preschoolers got very curious when they saw Baby Jesus
sleeping in the manger.

This Sunday, December 20th the Board of Ed will be handing out some Christmas
goodie bags to the children in a drive-by fashion at the east entrance of the church
from 9:00-10:30 a.m.
We will also be available to hand out bags during the drive-by Communion time
which is 11:45-12:30 at the south entrance.
We have not been able to see many of the kids this fall and we would LOVE to see
you ALL for a brief moment on Sunday to wish you a Merry Christmas! So even if
you've registered for Sunday School but haven't been able to attend yet this year, we
hope you will find a few minutes to drive by and say Hi .
Also on Sunday, December 20th we will stream our Sunday School Christmas Program
on our YouTube channel at 2:00 pm. We will provide the link on our Facebook page
before it’s time to view.
The kids really did an amazing job recording a piece for our virtual program. Without
any preparation time or rehearsals, they were very good sports about speaking, singing, whatever we asked them to do. THANK YOU to Casey Bullis for recording the
videos each Sunday, Melanie Roeman and Sam Bullis for adding their musical talents,
and Cole Anderson for putting the video together for us.
And lastly, I want to say that my time as Trinity’s Sunday School Coordinator will come to an
end this month. It is very bittersweet for me as I will surely miss the kids, and planning the
lessons and events. Thank you for allowing me to do this the last five years, I have truly enjoyed it. Thank you also to all the parents who volunteered their time to help with this program, I could not have done it without you. It has been a great pleasure and a blessing to be
part of your children’s journey of faith.
I wish you all a Very Merry Christmas and many blessings in the New Year!
Patti Goehring
Thank you and Farewell to Patti
Patti Goehring has been our Sunday School Coordinator for the past 5 years. She has recently resigned her position. We are grateful for her years of service to our children, creating a positive atmosphere of learning. Her creativity and detail made lessons and service projects fun and meaningful. Thank you, Patti! We are happy you will continue to serve Trinity in other ways.

Thank you
Thank you for all of the prayers, kind words, calls and cards upon the death of my
brother, Robin Berke. Jerry and Deb Barber

Offering Envelopes for 2021
The offering envelopes have been mailed. If you would like envelopes and do not receive them by
the end of the year, please call the church office and I will mail some out to you. Thank you—
Melody Rohrer, Office Manager—498-2343.

Drive Through Communion
Sunday, Dec. 20th from 11:45 to 12:30 Pastor Tom and Deacon Christie will be serving Holy Communion in a “drive-through” setting. If you would like to receive Holy Communion, simply drive to the
south entrance of Trinity and we will be set up to serve you in your vehicle. Both be wearing masks
and will sanitize our hands between each car.
ATTENDANCE
Date

8:00

10:30

Wed 6:30

Dec 6

36

105

65

CHURCH FINANCES
Week of Dec 13
$10,000
$ 7,777
$ 2,223

Weekly Total Operating Expenses
Actual Weekly Total Giving

This one number represents all expenses including staff costs, benevolences, supplies, outreach,
and our mortgage payment. If you have questions regarding the budget, please contact Tommy
Pollema. Ways to Give: Online Giving: https://teatrinity.breezechms.com/give/online
Text Giving: (605) 777-7223
Envelopes: In-person or mail to the church

Our Globe Offering for December is Lutheran Social Services
***************

8am & 10:30am Worship
Sunday, December 20, 2020

Trinity Lutheran Church, Tea, SD
Teatrinity.org – 605-498-2343

4th Sunday in Advent “Those Who Dream”
GATHERING
Welcome and Announcements
Call to Worship “LOVE”
L: John the Baptist said, “Prepare the way.”
So family of faith, how do we prepare our minds for worship?
C: We silence the inner critic. We let go of busy thoughts. We make space for God to speak.
L: How do we prepare our hearts for worship?

C: We open ourselves up to be moved.

L: How do we prepare our bodies for worship?
C: We take in the scent, sight, and feel of this space. We breathe in God’s mercy. We exhale God’s love.
L: How do we prepare our souls for worship?
C: We bring our full selves into this space. We trust that even now, God is here.
L: Family of faith, what we practice in worship, we must live out in our daily lives.
So prepare the way. Let us worship the Holy God.
Song
Candle Lighting Liturgy
A: I dream of music that makes my heart swell.
B: I dream of trees that take my breath away.
A: I dream of sunrises that wrap me in light.
B: I dream of family dinners that feel like home.
A: I dream of church services that give me hope.
B: I dream of love as the default.
A: So today, as we draw near to Christmas day, we light the candle of love.

Light candle.
B: May this light burn bright as a reminder that God is here and God is love.
A: We are not alone. Thanks be to God for a love like that. Amen.
All: So today we light the candle of Love.
Light candle.
B: May this light be an invitation to keep awake.
All: May this light be our invitation to be Advent people—people who dream of peace. Amen.

Confession
C: God of Good News, You say to me, “You are highly favored,” but I struggle to see how that
could be. You say to me, “Do not be afraid,” but I am afraid all the time. You say to me, “Even the
impossible is possible, just look at Elizabeth!”
But hope slips through my hands like water. The impossible still feels impossible.
So today I pray, Today we pray: Teach us to sing like Mary. Teach us to laugh like Elizabeth.
Teach us to trust like the angels. Forgive us when we can only do one at a time, or none at all.
Amen.
L: May God forgive you. May God’s guiding hand surround you. May you know comfort. May you know
Love. In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Prayer of the Day
C: Holy God, Before you could speak, you were speaking— You have always found a way to show
up in our midst, Particularly on our fearful or lonely days.So today, as we crack open our Bibles,
Fluttering through these old beloved pages, We ask that you would move again. Stir in us. Speak
to us. Fill us with the Holy Spirit. And if we are not able to hear your Word clearly, Then give us
people in our lives who will point out your presence in delight and joy. So here and now, Creator
God, we are listening. Amen.

WORD
First Reading – 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26
L: I will sing of your steadfast love, O LORD,* for ever; with my mouth I will proclaim your faithfulness to all generations.
C: I declare that your steadfast love is established for ever; your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.
L: You said, ‘I have made a covenant with my chosen one, I have sworn to my servant David:
C: “I will establish your descendants for ever, and build your throne for all generations.” ’
L: Then you spoke in a vision to your faithful one, and said: ‘I have set the crown* on one who is mighty,
I have exalted one chosen from the people.
C: I have found my servant David; with my holy oil I have anointed him;
L: my hand shall always remain with him; my arm also shall strengthen him.
C: The enemy shall not outwit him, the wicked shall not humble him.
L: I will crush his foes before him and strike down those who hate him.
C: My faithfulness and steadfast love shall be with him; and in my name his horn shall be exalted.
L: I will set his hand on the sea and his right hand on the rivers.
C: He shall cry to me, “You are my Father, my God, and the Rock of my salvation!”
Second Reading – Romans 16:25-27
Gospel Reading – Luke 1:26-38
L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God
Sermon

Pastor Tom Opoien

Sermon Song
Affirmation of Faith
L: We believe in God.
All: We believe that God has dreams for humanity.

L: We believe in the Holy Spirit.
All: We believe that the Holy Spirit comforts us when our dreams turn to nightmares.
L: We believe in Jesus.
All: We believe that Jesus walked this world to wake us up, Inviting us to be the church in the
world.
L: We believe in dreams.

All: We believe in the power that dreams have to show us a new way.
L: So in this Advent season,
All: We are those who dream and those who wake up. May it be so. Amen.
Offertory
Prayers of the People
We pray for members and friends of our congregation: Ron Seim, Steve Jelen’s dad – Gene and brother – Jamie, Sarah Hilmoe's uncle Fred Tidemann. Jerry & Dianne Werness’s son in law – Doug Madetzke, Jami Atkin’s dad – Kevin
Roth, Tara Johanneson’s brother-in-law, Jesse, Jessica Boone’s mom – Sue Meyer. Rosalie Gerdes’s sister JoAnn
Breitbach, Joy Schuers and Gale Dannen’s mother, Marjo; Troy Smith and Ellie Cordie while in active duty.
Blessing
SENDING
Sending
L: God is good.

C: All the time.

L: All the time.

C: God is good.

L: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!

C: Thanks be to God!

Postlude

8am & 10:30am Worship
Sunday, December 27, 2020

Trinity Lutheran Church, Tea, SD
Teatrinity.org – 605-498-2343

1st Sunday of Christmas
GATHERING
Welcome and Announcements
Call to Worship “JOY”
L: Here on the heels of Christmas,
All: We speak of love.
L: We speak of joy.
All: We speak of candle light and fireside.
L:: We speak of dreams being fulfilled.
All: We speak of “glorias” and angel choruses.
L: We speak the words, “Do not be afraid.”

All: Here on the heels of Christmas, We are called to speak, for the world needs a light.
L: A light shines in the darkness, and the darkness does not overcome it.
All: Let us worship and listen. Then, let us speak. Amen.
Song
Confession
L: Lord of All,
All: God of today and tomorrow, We know that your fingerprints are all over this world.
And we know that those who dream cannot keep silent. So today we pray, Give us eyes to
see you. Give us courage to trust you. And give us lips to speak of you in our midst.
Gratefully we pray, Amen.
L: Our holy Lord God knows we are weak, frail creatures. Yet God loves us and refuses to give
up on us. Because of God’s persistence we are made new again and again. Receive today the
entire forgiveness of all your sins. Walk with God in hope, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord
who has come into the world. Amen.
Prayer of the Day
C: Divine Voice, In the beginning, It was you who spoke over the water and brought forth
creation. It was you who spoke to Elijah in a still, small, voice.
And it was you, through angels, Who spoke to Mary and Joseph and the shepherds. You
have always been speaking— In words, in memories, in songs, and in dreams. So today,
as we prepare to hear your word read aloud,
We ask that you would speak to us once again—as only you can—So that we might speak
this same good news to others. We are listening. We are grateful.
Amen.

WORD

First Reading – I Samuel 2:18-20, 26
Psalm 148- L: Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights!
C: Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his host!
L: Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all you shining stars!
C: Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens!
L: Let them praise the name of the Lord, for he commanded and they were created.
C: He established them forever and ever; he fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed.
[a]

L: Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps,
C: fire and hail, snow and frost, stormy wind fulfilling his command!
L: Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars!
C: Wild animals and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds!
L: Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth!
C: Young men and women alike, old and young together!
L: Let them praise the name of the Lord, or his name alone is exalted; his glory is above earth
and heaven.
C: He has raised up a horn for his people, praise for all his faithful, for the people of Israel
who are close to him. Praise the Lord!

Second Reading – Colossians 3:12-17
Gospel Reading – Luke 2:41-52
L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God
Sermon

Deacon Christie Meier

Sermon Song
Affirmation of Faith
L: We believe in God.
All: We believe that God has dreams for humanity.
L: We believe in the Holy Spirit.
All: We believe that the Holy Spirit comforts us when our dreams turn to nightmares.
L: We believe in Jesus.
All: We believe that Jesus walked this world to wake us up, Inviting us to be the
church in the world.
L: We believe in dreams.
All: We believe in the power that dreams have to show us a new way.
L: So in this Advent season,
All: We are those who dream and those who wake up. May it be so. Amen.
Offertory
Prayers of the People
Blessing
SENDING
Sending
L: God is good.

C: All the time.

L: All the time.

C: God is good.

L: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!

C: Thanks be to God!

Postlude

