Dear Beloved of Trinity,
On November 29 the season of Advent begins. Advent is the church’s New Year. It begins the
church year and includes 4 Sundays.
The word Advent means “coming”. Traditionally it was a time for preparation through repentance
and although it is still that, it has become a time of looking ahead with hope as we prepare for
Christ’s first coming. We also look with hope and anticipation to Christ’s second coming when he
will return as judge and ruler of all.
We prepare for Christ’s coming by connecting to him through prayer, listening to his Word and serving others.
The traditional color of Advent is blue, signifying royalty and hope in Christ.
The symbols of Advent include candles either on a wreath or on stands. Each Sunday a candle is lit
representing hope, peace, joy and love, while a special liturgy is read. We will hear a special call to
worship, confession and prayer, also. Advent is a time to prepare our hearts and minds for the gift
of Jesus.
May you listen and pray while you connect to the savior of the world.
Peace be with you,
Deacon Christie
*******
MILESTONE MOMENT
The 5th graders met for 3 lessons to learn about Holy Communion. They learned about the connection with the Old Testament covenant and how Jesus introduced a new covenant in his blood. They
learned what a sacrament was and that Lutherans have 2 sacraments. They also learned that in
this sacrament the crucified and risen Christ is present, giving his true body and blood as food and
drink and that this real presence is a mystery. We are so proud of our 5 th graders for completing this
important Milestone. We will celebrate with them Sunday, Nov 22 and Wednesday, Dec 2.
Deacon Christie

CHURCH CALENDAR
Sunday—11/22 Welcome New Members InPerson 8am & 10:30am Worship, 9:15am In-Person
and On-Line Sunday school, On-Line worship at
10:30am, 11:45am—Drive Through Communion,
6:30pm FPU,7pm Men’s Chorus

Weekly Update

Special 2 week Thanksgiving Edition
Friday, November 20, 2020
Trinity Lutheran Church Tea, SD

Tuesday—8:30am Preschool, 9:30am Blood Pressure Screening, 10am Over 55
Thursday— Happy Thanksgiving—Church Office closed Thursday & Friday
Sunday—11/29 Advent Begins, Thankoffering Sunday In-Person 8am & 10:30am Worship, OnLine worship at 10:30am, 6:30pm FPU,7pm Men’s Chorus

SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE
November 22 – Pre-K In-Person at 9:15 in the Fellowship Hall.
Facebook Live streaming for all age groups at home begins at 9:30 a.m.
November 29 – NO Sunday School for Thanksgiving break

Needed: New and gently used winter gear
For many years the Board of Outreach has collected new and gently
used cold weather gear that is kept at the church and made available
to the public. Trinity is currently collecting coats, jackets, snowpants,
hats, gloves, and boots that will be made available to our neighbors
in the community. Used items are accepted, but please make sure
to launder them before you drop them off. If you are out shopping
and see a good deal on new gear, we’re happy to accept that, too.
Simply drop off the items in the marked basket in The Gathering
Space at church. Thank you.

Thankoffering Sunday—November 29th
Thankofferings are a long-standing custom among Lutheran women. We give in thanksgiving for
blessings received–and we do receive so many blessings, don’t we? And we are so grateful. That’s
why we give Thankofferings.
What do our Thankofferings support?
The founders of Women of the ELCA decided back in 1988 that Thankofferings are to support the
ongoing ministries of the churchwide women’s organization. Our founders would be amazed to see
what that covers these days! Our ongoing ministries include our many online and printed communications channels, our justice and advocacy work, training and development for elected leaders
throughout the women’s organization, our constant work in support of congregational and synodical
women’s organizations, the administration of our grants and scholarship programs, all that goes into
our triennial convention (the business meeting, that is), and so much more. Special Thankoffering
envelopes will be available on Thankoffering Sunday.

ATTENDANCE
Date

8:00

10:30

Wed 6:30

Nov 15

27

79

80

CHURCH FINANCES
Week of Nov 16th
$10,000
$ 9,639
$ 361

Weekly Total Operating Expenses
Actual Weekly Total Giving

This one number represents all expenses including staff costs, benevolences, supplies, outreach,
and our mortgage payment. If you have questions regarding the budget, please contact Tommy Pollema. Ways to Give: Online Giving: https://teatrinity.breezechms.com/give/online
Text Giving: (605) 777-7223
Envelopes: In-person or mail to the church

Our Globe Offering for November is St Dysmas Prison Ministry

This Sunday, November 22 from 11:45 to 12:30 Pastor Tom and Deacon Christie
will be serving Holy Communion in a “drive-through” setting. If you would like to
receive Holy Communion, simply drive to the south entrance of Trinity and we will
be set up to serve you in your vehicle. Both be wearing masks and will sanitize
our hands between each car.
Communion will be served outside one Sunday each month.

Welcome new members!
Last Sunday we hosted our first joint in-person and
on-line new member orientation, and this Sunday at the
8:00 and 10:30 worship services we will welcome four families into membership . We are so happy to welcome Judy
Juhnke; Steve and Marge Martens; Aaron and Kayla Miller, and their son Mason; and Kent and Kari Johnson and
their children Avery, Sam, and Dylan.

8am & 10:30am Worship
Sunday, November 22, 2020

Trinity Lutheran Church, Tea, SD
Teatrinity.org – 605-498-2343

Christ the King Sunday
GATHERING
Welcome and Announcements

Call to Worship
L: Come to us with your steadfast love, O God,
C: that we may rejoice and be glad all our days.
L: Praise to the blest and holy Trinity, one God,
C: who gives us life, salvation, and resurrection.
L: Let us enter worship with thanksgiving and praise.
C: We gather in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen
Song Video

“Give Thanks”

New Member Reception
Confession
L: We confess our sins before God and one another.
Pause for silence and reflection.
L: Patient God,
C: You have taught us all we need to be your faithful people. And yet we persist in going our
own way, doing our own thing, and minding our own business when we ought to be about
the business of your kingdom. Forgive our selfish neglect of others and bring us back into wholeness with our brothers and sisters. Amen.
L: God is merciful, patient, kind and forgiving. We have been pardoned for all that we have done,
and all that we have overlooked. May we give now as we have received: generously and extravagantly, in the way of our loving teacher, savior and Lord. Amen.
Prayer of the Day
L: God of hope,
C: You expect good things of us. Guide us to use well what you have given us, and follow
your example of mercy and goodness. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
WORD
First Reading – Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
Psalm 95:1-7a
L: O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!

C: Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him with
songs of praise!

L: For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods.
C: In his hand are the depths of the earth;the heights of the mountains are his also.
L: The sea is his, for he made it, and the dry land, which his hands have formed.
C: O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!
L: For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture,
and the sheep of his hand.
Second Reading – Ephesians 1:15-23

Gospel Reading – Matthew 25:31-23
L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God
Sermon

Pastor Tom Opoien

Sermon Song

“Beautiful Savior”

Apostles’ Creed
New Member Reception
Offertory
Prayers of the People
Milestone – 5th Grade First Communion
Holy Communion

MEAL

We pray for members and friends of our congregation: Jim Weinkauf, Alma Gors, Ron Seim, Steve Jelen’s dad – Gene and
brother – Jamie, Sarah Hilmoe's uncle Fred Tidemann. Jerry & Dianne Werness’s son in law – Doug Madetzke, Shirley Oltmann’s sister, Linda Goulet, Jami Atkin’s dad – Kevin Roth, Tara Johanneson’s brother-in-law, Jesse, Jessica Boone’s mom
– Sue Meyer. Rosalie Gerdes’s sister JoAnn Breitbach, Clifford Mechels, Troy Smith and Ellie Cordie while in active duty.
Words of Institution
The Lord’s Prayer
Distribution
Communion Blessing
Blessing
Sending
L: God is good.

SENDING
C: All the time.

L: All the time.

C: God is good.

L: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!

C: Thanks be to God!

Postlude

8am & 10:30am Worship
Sunday, November 29, 2020

Trinity Lutheran Church, Tea, SD
Teatrinity.org – 605-498-2343

1st Sunday in Advent “Those Who Dream”
GATHERING
Welcome and Announcements

Call to Worship “HOPE”
L: The power of worship is the same. When we enter this space,
C:We can see a better world.
L: When we enter this space,
C:We dream a better dream.
L: But when we leave this space,
C:We begin the work of faith.
L: So come in. Dream your dream.

C:Find hope here.
L: For in an hour,
C:We will begin the work of faith.
L: Amen, Let it be so.
Song Video

“The Hope of Christmas” by Matthew West

Candle Lighting Liturgy
A: I dream of sunflower fields. …………(more liturgy)
B: I dream to keep awake, because if we don’t dream of better days, then we might forget that this is
not what God imagined.
All: So today we light the candle of hope, for hope is the very thing that keeps dreams alive.
Light candle.
B: May this light be an invitation to keep awake.
All: May this light be our invitation to be Advent people—people who dream of hope. Amen.
Confession
L: Lord of All,
All: Over and over again in scripture, we hear your dream for a beautiful world. We hear your
dream for peace and reconciliation. We hear your dream for harmony and togetherness. We
hear your dream for community and hope. We hear your dreams, and yet we do not open our
eyes. We continue to live with the curtains drawn, the covers pulled tight, eyes shut to the realities of the world. Forgive us. Kindle a hope in us that will burn through the darkest nights.
Give us the strength and the will to keep awake in this sleeping world. Amen

L: Our holy Lord God knows we are weak, frail creatures. Yet God loves us and refuses to give up
on us. Because of God’s persistence we are made new again and again. Receive today the entire
forgiveness of all your sins. Walk with God in hope, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
Prayer of the Day
C: O Great Dreamer,
You dreamed up the stars in the sky.
You dreamed up that magic baby smell and the way cream sinks into coffee.
You dreamed up the crunch of fall leaves and jazz music.
You dreamed up wisteria and evergreen and the pure magic that is a six-foot-tall sunflower.
And in the midst of all of that, you dreamed up a dream for your people—
a dream of hope and justice,
a dream for eyes wide open, to both the world’s suffering and the world’s beauty.
So today, as we read scripture, we ask that you would plant that same dream in us.
Pour out your Spirit on our hearts and minds so that we may see what you see,

and dream what you dream. Gratefully we pray, amen
WORD
First Reading – Isaiah 64:1-9
Psalm 80: 1-7, 17-19
Second Reading – I Corinthians 1:3-9
Gospel Reading – Mark 13:24-27
L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God
Sermon

Deacon Christie Meier

Sermon Song
Affirmation of Faith

L: We believe in God.
All: We believe that God has dreams for humanity.
L: We believe in the Holy Spirit.
All: We believe that the Holy Spirit comforts us when our dreams turn to nightmares.
L: We believe in Jesus.
All: We believe that Jesus walked this world to wake us up, Inviting us to be the

church in the world.
L: We believe in dreams.
All: We believe in the power that dreams have to show us a new way.
L: So in this Advent season,
All: We are those who dream and those who wake up. May it be so. Amen.
Offertory
Prayers of the People
We pray for members and friends of our congregation: Jim Weinkauf, Alma Gors, Ron Seim, Steve
Jelen’s dad – Gene and brother – Jamie, Sarah Hilmoe's uncle Fred Tidemann. Jerry & Dianne
Werness’s son in law – Doug Madetzke, Shirley Oltmann’s sister, Linda Goulet, Jami Atkin’s dad –
Kevin Roth, Tara Johanneson’s brother-in-law, Jesse, Jessica Boone’s mom – Sue Meyer. Rosalie
Gerdes’s sister JoAnn Breitbach, Clifford Mechels, Troy Smith and Ellie Cordie while in active duty.
Blessing
SENDING
Sending
L: God is good.

C: All the time.

L: All the time.

C: God is good.

L: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!

C: Thanks be to God!

Postlude

Preschoolers
showing a act of
kindness by
making a Get Well
card for our friend
Alma!

Trinity member raising money for the Arthritis Association
Taylor Van Emmerik, a junior at Tea Area High School and a member of Trinity is sponsoring a fundraiser for the Arthritis Association. Last spring Taylor was one of our Wednesday evening speakers at the Lenten services and spoke about his experience with juvenile arthritis. Look
for the flyer in this newsletter to find out more information about his 5K run fundraiser.

