“…the Lord answered her, ‘Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things; there is
need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from her.”
Luke 10:41,42
Dear friends in Christ,
Congratulations to our 9th graders who celebrated their Confirmation Milestone at the Affirmation of Baptism services this week. Like most events in 2020, Confirmation also looked different
than it has in past years. Instead of thirty-four young people standing shoulder to shoulder in front
of 500 or more congregants with many proud family members physically present, we held two socially distanced worship services on Sunday afternoon, had a number of families participate remotely, and have helped others schedule smaller in-person ceremonies. As many of you have experienced first-hand, the corona virus can change a person’s plans very quickly, so we have all needed
to be sensitive to each other’s lived experiences, to be creative, and to adapt. Still, Confirmation in
its different form remained a powerful and meaningful experience. God was present, the young
people professed their faith in Jesus, and the Holy Spirit provided what we needed.
Some of the best advice I ever received about living in rapidly changing and distracting times
came in a sermon I heard when I was a seminary student. One of my beloved professors gave a
very personal and meaningful sermon in chapel shortly after his teenaged daughter gave birth to his
first grandchild. In the sermon he spoke about “becoming a grandfather a bit earlier in his life than
he had expected.” He ended his sermon with these words about the sisters Mary and Martha in the
gospel of Luke. I offer his words to you as you navigate your life in these times.
“When I lamented not knowing how to react to my grandson, a friend wisely advised me to
hold him close and to hold him lightly. It was a liberating word, without sentimentality and it frees
me to do both. Do not be distracted…one thing is needful…Hold Jesus close, and hold him lightly.
We are invited to love Jesus, but we cannot possess him. Luke understood that I think…so did
Mary… so did Martha…so do you.”*
Peace and best wishes,
Pastor Tom Opoien
*quoted from chapel sermon from Dr. Ralph Smith, October 26, 1994.

CHURCH CALENDAR
Sunday—11/1 Day Light Savings Time Ends—In-Person 8am
& 10:30am Worship, 9:15am In-Person and On-Line Sunday
school, On-Line worship at 10:30am, 6:30pm Financial Peace
University, 7pm Men’s Chorus

Weekly Update
Friday, October 30, 2020
Trinity Lutheran Church Tea, SD

Monday—7pm Chocolate Bible Study
Tuesday—6:30am Men’s Breakfast, 8:30am Preschool, 7pm Executive Board Meeting
Wednesday—8:30am Preschool, 9am Quilters, 6:30pm Worship, 7:15pm 6th grade KFC, 7th & 8th
Grade Confirmation Service Project, Bell Choir Rehearsal, 7:30pm Sr. High
Thursday— 8:30am Preschool, 5:30pm TOPS, 6pm Wedding Rehearsal

Friday—4pm Wedding
Sunday—11/1 In-Person 8am & 10:30am Worship, 9:15am In-Person and On-Line Sunday school,
On-Line worship at 10:30am, 9:15am 5th Grade Milestone, 6:30pm FPU,7pm Men’s Chorus

SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE
11.01.20 – 2nd grade In-Person in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m.
Live-streamed Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
11.08.20 – 1st grade In-Person in the Chapel at 9:15 a.m.
Live-streamed Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
5th grade Milestone in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m.

Board of Stewardship issues a “Call to Action”
Trinity’s Board of Stewardship would like to help you give a compliment to someone you saw doing a
meaningful act of service. We don’t want to use names, but in November we’d like to share some of
these stories in print and video to remind us what Christian stewardship looks like. Here is your call
to action:
In a short video of thirty seconds or less tell about an act of kindness, compassion, generosity, or service that you witnessed in someone you know. Don’t use his or her name but tell us the
story. Be specific in your description of the event. We’ll be sharing these stories in worship and on
social media to highlight good stewardship. When you’ve completed the video (it doesn’t need to be
perfect) forward it through Facebook Messenger on the Tea Trinity Facebook page. Or, you can
write your story in one or two paragraphs and send it to Pastor Tom through email
tom@teatrinity.org or drop it off at the church office.

MILESTONE MOMENT
5th grade First Communion classes will be held November 8, 15, 21. Celebration will be on Sunday,
November 22 and on Wednesday, Dec 2.

SQUEALER’S BINGO FUNDRAISER
On Sunday, November 15, from 2-5, we are hosting a fundraiser for the Food Pantry. Come play
Bingo - $10 for 10 cards.
We are in need of 3 volunteers to work the event – 2 to sit at the door greeting and 1 to call the numbers. If you’d like to help, please get ahold of Deacon Christie christie@teatrinity.org

The Preschoolers sure love
Chapel time with Pastor Tom
and Christie! They learn so
much through prayer, bible
songs, bible stories, lighting
candles and playing guitar!

Attendance Records
There have been some inquiries about our in-person worship attendance so we are including the
statistic in the newsletter. The Board of Worship has determined the Sanctuary can hold 200 people
with social distancing.
Date

8:00

10:30

Wed 6:30

Oct 18

70

51

70

Oct 25

19

89

87

CHURCH FINANCES
Week of Oct. 26th
$10,000
$10,899
$ 899

Weekly Total Operating Expenses
Actual Weekly Total Giving

This one number represents all expenses including staff costs, benevolences, supplies, outreach,
and our mortgage payment. If you have questions regarding the budget, please contact Tommy Pollema. Ways to Give: Online Giving: https://teatrinity.breezechms.com/give/online
Text Giving: (605) 777-7223
Envelopes: In-person or mail to the church

Our Globe Offering for November is St Dysmas Prison Ministry

8am & 10:30am Worship
Sunday, November 1, 2020

Trinity Lutheran Church, Tea, SD
Teatrinity.org – 605-498-2343

All Saints Sunday
GATHERING
Opening Song

“For All the Saints”

Welcome and Announcements
What is Lament?
Call to Worship
L: Holy One, we gather to worship you, to give you thanks for your abundant mercies and goodness
to us.
C: You give us life, you give us hope, and you give us purpose and meaning.
L: We gather also to acknowledge that there is so much pain in our world.

C: We gather to acknowledge our common laments and turn to you for peace.
L: We gather in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen
Confession
L: We confess our sins before God and one another.
Pause for silence and reflection.
L: Faithful Lord,
C: We struggle under the weight of the all that burdens us. We confess our own complicity in
the brokenness of our world when we have too often sought to satisfy our own needs and
desires to the neglect of the basic survival of those around us. Please forgive us and hear
our confused, angry, and sorrowful words as we cry out for mercy, and offer us your comfort
and courage.
All: Amen.
L: Our God is indeed slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. You have been forgiven and
granted another chance to turn away from all that which does not give life. Be assured and be
made whole again. Through Jesus Christ. Amen.
WORD
First Reading – Revelation 7:9-17

Remembering the Saints – Those who have died
Psalm 33:1-4, 18-22
Remembering the Saints – Those who were baptized
Gospel Reading – Matthew 5:1-12
L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God
Sermon
Sermon Hymn

Deacon Christie Meier
“You Raise Me Up” by Al Graue and Deacon Christie

Apostles’ Creed
Offering
Prayers of the People
We pray for members and friends of our congregation: Alma Gors, Jim Weinkauf, Ron Seim, Steve
Jelen’s dad – Gene and brother – Jamie, Sarah Hilmoe's uncle Fred Tidemann. Jerry & Dianne
Werness’s son in law – Doug Madetzke, Shirley Oltmann’s sister, Linda Goulet, Jami Atkin’s dad –
Kevin Roth, Tara Johanneson’s brother-in-law, Jesse, Jessica Boone’s mom – Sue Meyer. Rosalie
Gerdes’s sister JoAnn Breitbach, Clifford Mechels, Troy Smith and Ellie Cordie while in active duty.
Lord’s Prayer
SENDING
Blessing
Sending
L: God is good.

C: All the time.

L: All the time.

C: God is good.

L: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!

C: Thanks be to God!

Closing Song “Oh when The Saints”

