Weekly Update

Friday, January 15, 2021
Trinity Lutheran Church Tea, SD
Dear friends in Christ,
As a nervous, brand new theology student, I was relieved when my professor said, “I’m going to explain Christianity and the Christian life in the simplest way that I can.” He proceeded to draw a vertical line
on the chalk board and said something like this, “God descended from heaven to earth in the incarnation of
Jesus so that human beings could ascend to God.” He then drew a horizonal line that completed a drawing
of a cross. “Because God has descended to us, we can live and share this kingdom of God in the world
around us.” Certainly, I am not quoting him precisely, but that foundational lesson has helped me this week.
These last ten days in the United States have been complex and difficult for all of us. We have witnessed the storming of the United States capitol and experienced the impeachment of the President. Like
you, I have been reflecting on how to respond.
On the day that the violence broke out on Capitol Hill, I posted a prayer for help during time of civil
unrest on my Facebook page. I was rightly challenged by a friend that more than prayer was needed. As I
pondered her words, I turned to a list from another of my wise teachers. Each day since January sixth, I
have read through this list. These tasks challenge me to respond in ways that are not natural to me but
clearly describe that horizontal line. None of us can do all these tasks sufficiently by ourselves. That is why
they are practices of the communal church as we challenge and support each other in our individual areas of
influence.
Twenty Core Practices of the Shalom Church (shalom: peace, well-being)
1.Praying for peace
2. Interpreting the actions of others in the kindest way
3. Forgiving
4. Resisting violence
5. Advocating nonviolence
6. Hospitality
7. Charity and generosity
8. Healing ministry
9. Restorative justice
10. Holding accountable the privileged and those in authority
11. Wonder
12. Simplicity
13. Attending to the local place
14. Living sustainably
15. Advocacy for the creation
16. Admiring the divine image in the face of the other
17. Expecting to encounter Christ in the person of the vulnerable one
18. Participating in the suffering of others
19. Principled opposition to genocide
20. Advocating for human rights.
*Nessan, Craig L. Shalom Church: The Body of Christ as Ministering Community. Fortress Press. 2010, p. 194
As we say at the end of each worship service, “Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to
God!”
Peace and best wishes,
Pastor Tom Opoien

CHURCH CALENDAR
Sunday—1-17 In-Person 8am & 10:30am Worship, On-Line worship at 10:30am, 9:15am Kindergarten Milestone, 9:30 Sunday School, Adult Sunday School.
Monday—Church office closed for Martin Luther King Day
Tuesday—6:30am Men’s Breakfast, 8:30am Preschool, 6:30pm BeFrienders meeting
Wednesday—8:30am Preschool, 6:30pm Worship, 7:15pm KFC 6th grade in person, Confirmation
8th grade in person, Sr. High
Thursday— 8:30am Preschool, 1:30pm WELCA Bible Study, 5:30pm TOPS

Sunday—1-24 In-Person 8am & 10:30am Worship, On-Line worship at 10:30am 9:15am 1st Grade
Milestone, 9:15am Annual Meeting, 9:30am Sunday School, Adult Sunday School, 11:45am—Drive
Through Communion.

SUNDAY SCHOOL – 9:30am
Sunday, Jan 17 – 1st graders in person in the chapel
Sunday, Jan 24 - Kindergartners graders in person in the chapel

ATTENDANCE
Date

8:00

10:30

Wed

Jan 3

52

82

72

CHURCH FINANCES
Week of Jan 11
$10,625

Weekly Total Operating Expenses

$ 7,830

Actual Weekly Total Giving

$ 2,795

This one number represents all expenses including staff costs, benevolences, supplies, outreach,
and our mortgage payment. If you have questions regarding the budget, please contact Tommy Pollema at 321-3057. Ways to Give: Online Giving: https://teatrinity.breezechms.com/give/online
Text Giving: (605) 777-7223
Envelopes: In-person or mail to the church

Our Globe Offering for January is Lutherans Outdoors
MILESTONE MOMENT
We begin the new year with our Kindergarten Milestone. We meet on Jan 17 for our lessons in the
Fellowship Hall and on Jan 24 for our celebration in worship. We will also celebrate on Wednesday,
Jan 27 in worship. Registration link –
http://bitly.ws/b3Q4
First graders will meet on Jan 24 and 31 for our lessons and Sunday, February 7 or Wednesday,
February 10 for our celebration. Registration link http://bitly.ws/b3Qf
I look forward to seeing you either in person or on-screen. Please use the links to register so I know
how many will be in person and how many will be live streaming. Thank you,

Trinity Preschool‘s registration is now open! Spots are limited so please sign up as
soon as possible We will provide your child a faithful journey in Preschool!
To register go to the church website or Preschool Facebook page!

Annual Meeting
Our 2020 Annual Meeting will be held on 1/24/21 at
9:15am in the Sanctuary. If you prefer to attend via
Zoom—the link is shorturl.at/muKX6

Drive Through Communion
Sunday, January 24th from 11:45 to 12:15 Pastor Tom and
Deacon Christie will be serving Holy Communion in a “drivethrough” setting. If you would like to receive Holy Communion,
simply drive to the south entrance of Trinity and we will be set
up to serve you in your vehicle. Both be wearing masks and will
sanitize our hands between each car.

8am & 10:30am Worship
Sunday, January 17, 2021

Trinity Lutheran Church, Tea, SD
Teatrinity.org – 605-498-2343

2nd Sunday After Epiphany
GATHERING
Welcome and Announcements
Call to Worship
L: The Spirit is with us!
C: Bringing good news
L: Of wealth for the poor,
C: Release for the captives,
L: And sight for the blind.
C: The oppressed are now free,
L: Receiving God’s favor.
C: The Spirit is with us!
L: We gather in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit
All: Amen.
Song
Confession
L: We confess our sins before God and one another.
Pause for silence and reflection.
L: God of light,
C: You light a fire within us and ask us to shine, but we are quick to hide and make excuses. We shrink from challenges, avoid responsibility, and deny the goodness of your creation. We seek hollow praise and then don’t believe it. Forgive us for hiding our Godgiven light and remaining self-absorbed.
L: Children of God, never fear, for you have always lived in the mercy of your creator. Hear the
words of absolution and believe them: you are forgiven, you are made whole, you are restored
to God. Hallelujah!
All: Amen.
Prayer of the Day
Powerful God,
You stir up your people with challenging words. Open our ears to hear truly the truth which you
bring, and may it shake up our lives so that we can be your faithful witnesses in the world. Amen.
WORD
Psalm 146
L: Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord, O my soul
C: I will praise the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God all my life long.
L: Do not put your trust in princes, in mortals, in whom there is no help

C: When their breath departs, they return to the earth; on that very day their plans perish.
L: Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord their God,
C: who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them; who keeps faith for ever;
L: who executes justice for the oppressed; who gives food to the hungry. The Lord sets the prisoners free
C: the Lord opens the eyes of the blind. The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;
the Lord loves the righteous.
L: The Lord watches over the strangers; he upholds the orphan and the widow, but the way of the
wicked he brings to ruin.
C: The Lord will reign for ever, your God, O Zion, for all generations. Praise the Lord!
Gospel Reading – Luke 4:14-30
L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God
Sermon

Deacon Christie Meier

Sermon Song
Apostles’ Creed
Offertory
Prayers of the People
We pray for members and friends of our congregation: Ron Seim, Steve Jelen’s dad – Gene and brother – Jamie, Sarah
Hilmoe's uncle Fred Tidemann. Jerry & Dianne Werness’s son in law – Doug Madetzke, Jami Atkin’s dad – Kevin Roth,
Jessica Boone’s mom – Sue Meyer. Rosalie Gerdes’s sister JoAnn Breitbach, Joy Schuers and Gale Dannen’s mother,
Marjo; Morris Mechels, Troy Smith and Ellie Cordie while in active duty.

Holy Communion

MEAL

Words of Institution
The Lord’s Prayer
Distribution
Communion Blessing

Blessing
SENDING
Sending
L: God is good.

C: All the time.

L: All the time.

C: God is good.

L: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!

C: Thanks be to God!

Postlude

