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When a large crowd was gathering, as people were coming to him from town after town, he said in a
parable: 5“A sower went out to sow his seed, and as he sowed some fell on a path and was trampled on, and
the birds of the air ate it up. 6Some fell on rock, and as it grew up it withered for lack of moisture. 7Some fell
among thorns, and the thorns grew with it and choked it. 8Some fell into good soil, and when it grew it
produced a hundredfold.” As he said this, he called out, “If you have ears to hear, then hear!
- Luke 8: 4-15
Dear friends in Christ,

From 2004-2009 I served as the pastor of Kviteseid Lutheran Church in Milan, Minnesota. Whenever
telemarketers called the parsonage landline (kids, that is the phone that used to have a cord), I smiled as
they tried to pronounce Opoien, Kviteseid, and Milan in the same sentence. In a couple of weeks my wife and
I will spend a weekend with the members of Kviteseid as we go back to help them celebrate the
congregation’s 150th anniversary.
Our household was at a difference stage of life then. Our yard was littered with toddler toys and bicycles, and
our garage cat like to meet the kids when they were dropped off by the school bus. Since leaving Minnesota,
we have moved twice, served two more congregations and the yard toys have been replaced by garden
beds. Even though I live in a different state and serve a different community, many things remain the same.
Each week, I still experience the Word of God proclaimed among generous and big-hearted people who love
Jesus and the communities where they live and work. God’s work is done inside and outside of the walls of
the church building as neighbors walk with people going through challenging times and celebrating the joys
and blessings that God provides. We learn with and from people younger and older than ourselves, and we
laugh at ourselves now and then.

I’m absolutely sold on the deep and important work that Christian congregations do in the hearts of people, in
local communities, and in the world. I pray that together we can continue to be good soil that is receptive to
Jesus’ presence and callings in our lives. Sometimes we are rocky or thorny soil as well, and we ask God for
forgiveness and to have our hearts made fertile again.
As I write this letter, I find myself so grateful for the blessing of ministering at Trinity in Tea and grateful for
the people I have served in the past at Custer Lutheran Fellowship in Custer, Kviteseid Lutheran Church in
Milan, Grace Lutheran Church in Hayes, and Lutheran Memorial Church in Pierre. Time changes
congregations and communities just like it changes individuals, and my prayer is that each place where
God’s people are gathered, we are given the wisdom to serve well at whatever stage of life we find ourselves.
Peace and best wishes,
Pastor Tom Opoien
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Church Calendar
Tuesday, Sept. 20
6:30 am: Men’s Breakfast
8:30 am: Preschool (3 & 4 year olds)
Wednesday, Sept. 21
8:30 am: Preschool (Pre-K)
5:45 pm: Band Rehearsal
6:30 pm: Worship
7:15 pm: Hight School Youth
Bell Choir Practice
Thursday, Sept. 22
8:30 am: Preschool (3 & 4 year olds)
11:15 am: Meals on Wheels Delivery
5:30 pm: TOPS
Friday, Sept. 23
8:30 am: Preschool (Pre-K)
12:00 pm: Friday Sack Lunch Bible Study
Sunday, Sept. 25
8:00 am: Worship
9:15 am: Coffee and Cookies
Sunday School
3rd Grade Milestone
Adult Bible Study
10:30 am: Worship (online and in person)

Attendance
Sunday, September 11
8:00 am: 116 | 10:30 am: 269

Church Finances
Week of September 11, 2022
Total Operating Cost:
$11,735
Actual Total Giving:
$10,298
Difference of:
$ 1,437
Total operating cost represents all expenses
including staff costs, benevolences, supplies,
outreach, and our mortgage payment. If you
have questions regarding the budget, please
contact Tommy Pollema at 321-3057.

Ways to Give
Online Giving: www.teatrinity.org/give
Text Giving: (605) 777-7223
Envelopes:
In-person or
Mail to the church

September Globe Offering

Monday, Sept 26
8:30 am: Preschool (Pre-K)
7:00 pm: Fall Women’s Bible Study

Tuesday, Sept. 27
6:30 am: Men’s Breakfast
8:30 am: Preschool (3 & 4 year olds)
9:30 am: Blood Pressure Screening
10:00 am: Over 55 Group
Upcoming Important Dates
Sept. 28: Confirmation begins
Oct. 10: Church office closed due to the holiday
Oct 19:
High School Youth Mission Trip 2023
Parent Meeting

Prayer Requests
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Greg Myrmoe
Ray Kelly
Steve Jelen’s dad Gene
Melva Hilmoe’s brother and Sarah Hilmoe's
uncle Fred Tidemann
Michael Schmidt’s uncle Larry Schmidt
Jami Atkin’s dad Kevin Roth
Gordon & Dorothy Fritz’s son Carl Fritz
Delmer Otten’s mom, Delores Otten
Delores Wells’ brother & brother-in-law,
Roy Wells and Jerry Boellaard
Sare Brech’s dad, Dale Kremer

Friday Sack Lunch Bible Study
Friday, Sept 23
12:00—12:45 pm
in the Connection Room or online via Zoom
Join us online or in person as study “Image of God”. Drop ins
welcome, contact the church office to sign up!

Wednesday Worship Begins
Wednesdays at 6:30 pm
Join us as we begin our Wednesday worship services! Following worship KFC, Confirmation and
Highs School Youth will meet. We are looking forward to worshiping with you!

Sunday Mornings Adult Bible Study
Sundays 9:15 - 10:15 am
Starting Sept. 18
In the Connection Room
On Sunday mornings, you are invited to a three-week and a four-week class on the Biblical letters 1
Corinthians and Ephesians. This will include large group presentations about Pastor Tom's
sabbatical visits to Corinth and Ephesus. This is conveniently held during the Sunday School hour
and a great opportunity to meet new people!

Milestone Ministry
I love this time of year when Milestones begin. Milestones are a way for parents and caring adults to
keep the promises made at Baptism. Milestones are “steps along the way” on a lifelong journey of
faith. God’s promises are always kept, and grace is a gift we receive through Baptism regardless of
what we do. Milestones help parents and children live into this gift and use it everyday. Trinity offers
Milestones for 4 year olds through 12th grade. Deacon Christie teaches the Milestone lessons,
meeting in the Fellowship Hall. Watch for a flyer in the mail when it is your child’s time for Milestone.
3rd Grade Milestone
**NEW DATES**
Sunday, Sept. 25, 9:15 am - Lesson #1 | Sunday, Oct. 2, 9:15 am - Lesson #2
Sunday, Oct. 9 - Celebration (8:00 am or 10:30 am) or Wednesday, Oct. 12, 6:30 pm
It’s Bible Time! Join Deacon Christie and learn about what the Bible is all about.
Receive a Bible and decorate a Bible cover.

Over 55 Group
Tuesday, Sept. 27
9:30 am Blood Pressure Screening
10:00 am Meeting and Potluck lunch
in the Fellowship Hall
Join us for a fun morning of trivia, a short meeting, a devotion
and a potluck lunch. All are welcome!

New Member Orientation
Sunday, Oct. 2
11:45 am—1:00 pm
RSVP by Sept. 28
in the Fellowship Hall
New to Trinity, not a member? Interested in becoming one by joining us
for new member orientation and lunch with Trinity’s Board of Outreach!
Call the church office to signup!

Sunday School Donations Needed
Our Sunday School is growing! We are in need more supplies as
we now have 8 Sunday School classes! Some of the items in
need are: items listed on Amazon wishlist and monetary donation.
If you are interested in helping in any of these areas please
contact the church for more information.

Fresh Evergreen Christmas Décor now available!
Available to Order Now through Oct. 18
Our Trinity youth will be selling fresh evergreen Christmas wreaths,
crosses, door swags and other evergreen choices this fall. All
proceeds will help fund their confirmation, youth camp for the summer
of 2023 and the high school students attending the 2023 mission trip.
Order forms are available in the Gathering Space or contact your
favorite youth directly. Orders will be delivered to the church for you to
pick up approximately mid November.

Produce stand is available in the Gathering Space!
Do you have too many tomatoes, peppers, zucchini, onions, etc? You may drop off any extra garden
produce to share with others at our produce stand. Don't have a garden but love fresh picked
produce? Take a couple home and enjoy fresh produce without any of the work! The produce stand
will be available through the fall for all fruits and vegetables to be shared!
A special thanks to the Faith in Action committee for making this possible
with the partnership of the Community Gardeners!

September Food Pantry Donation: Spaghetti Noodles
Due to the raising cost of food the Food Pantry has seen an increase in clients in the past
few months. We will begin featuring a monthly collection item. Feel fee to pick up an extra
box when out shopping to help those in need!
In the month of September we will be collecting Spaghetti Noodles. Donations can be
dropped off in the Gathering Space. If you have questions or would like to make a
monetary donation, please contact the church office.

Employee Spotlight: David Anderson
Years at Trinity: Member since 2008
What is your job at Trinity? Well, a few including Sound Engineer,
Production Assistant, Network Administrator/Technician, Systems
Analyst/Administrator/Technician, Audio/Video Specialist, but according
to the church, basically 'Tech Guy'!
When did you join the staff? I've been on Staff since about 2013-2014
What is your favorite Bible verse? John 3:16
What brought you to Trinity? Originally, it was the God Squad that
brought my family to Trinity.
Have you ever met someone famous? Who? Kind of, I met Joe Esposito who was the person
that wrote and sang the song "Your the Best" which played during the competition montage of 1 of
my favorite childhood movies "The Karate Kid". He was a really nice guy and we had a great
conversation!
What do you do in your spare time? I watch 'my shows', NCIS, FBI's, Cobra Kai to name a few,
I work on some of my cars, I like to play foosball, air hockey, and darts in my Family Room (Man
Cave especially with friends), I do like to play video games (mostly old school games), and are
occasionally working on creating a video game cabinet and a virtual pinball machine! Lastly and
my most favorite, I like to go out with my beautiful wife Nedean whether it is for a bite, a movie, a
concert, or a night away from the kids!
What is something on your bucket list? I want to own an older classic car anywhere from the
mid 60's into the 80's that is in great condition that I can go cruising in and take to car shows with.

Thanks everyone that joined us for Celebration Sunday
and the kickoff of Sunday School!

