Dear friends in Christ,
Thank you to our Communications Coordinator, Clarissa Roeman, for designing the graphic images for our fall theme of “Gathered to Worship. Scattered to Serve.”
At our staff meeting when Deacon Christie and I presented the wording of the theme, I had no
idea what image to put with it. Having an artist on staff, the conversation immediately went to falling
leaves that are gathered into piles and blown by the wind. How fitting. We are gathered together to
hear the word of God to be scattered by the wind of the Spirit to serve. Yet, how often are we tempted
to look at falling leaves as a messy nuisance that need to be raked and completely ignore the beauty
of color and movement as they dance.
As we learn to live in COVID times with all of the changes that it has brought, your life may
seem like the nicely raked pile of leaves that an unexpected gust of wind blows in exactly the wrong
places. I invite you to have the eye of an artist and look at the scattered leaves of your life as an opportunity.
Here is one example of scattered leaves. Even in the difficulties of the last months, it has been
a joy to see neighbors caring for neighbors. The other day as I was walking my dogs, a neighbor from
around the corner stepped out of his garage and gave me an update on the families who lived near
him. In that ten-minute conversation I learned about the resilience and care that was happening over
the fences and on the sidewalks as neighbors were helping each other. I think the challenges of the
last months have deepened those relationships in ways that might not have happened in more normal
times.

Know that you continue in my prayers as you make decisions about how to enter into your days.
May God’s Spirit lead you.
Peace and best wishes,

CHURCH CALENDAR
Sunday—10/4 8am and 10:30am Worship in Sanctuary, Facebook Live worship at 10:30am ,4pm & 6pm 9th Grade Confirmation, 7pm Men’s Chorus
Planning Meeting
Tuesday—6:30am Men’s Breakfast, 8:30am Preschool

Weekly Update
Friday, October 2, 2020
Trinity Lutheran Church Tea, SD

Wednesday—8:30am Preschool, 9an Quilters, 6:30pm Bell Choir Planning meeting, 6:30pm Worship, 7:15pm KFC, 8th
Grade Confirmation, 7:30pm Sr. High, 8pm Executive Board Meeting
Thursday— 8:30am Preschool, 5:30pm TOPS
Sunday—10/11 8am and 10:30am Worship in Sanctuary, Facebook Live worship at 10:30am, 9:15am 4th Grade Milestone, 6:30pm Financial Peace University

SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE
The Board of Education met to discuss how to bring our students back in the safest manner possible. The plan is as follows: There were many factors in coming to our decision. A couple of them being, the rising COVID community spread
numbers in Lincoln (and Minnehaha counties where many parents work) and our inability to successfully social distance
the children, Sunday School will be virtual through the end of the year. BUT, each Sunday a grade will meet in person.
One grade per Sunday will meet in the Fellowship Hall to present the lesson that will be live streamed for the other students at home. After they have presented the lesson (through puppets, drama, reading, object lesson, etc) they will work
on a portion of the Christmas program to be recorded for a later video.
Thank you for your patience. This decision did not come lightly but only after prayer and thoughtful discussion. Thank
you to the Board of Ed.

MILESTONE MOMENT
In September, the 3rd graders met to learn Bible basics. They did a great job as they received their very own Bibles.
On October 11 and 18, the 4th graders will meet in the Fellowship Hall to learn about what God has to say about money.
They will receive a Thrivent piggy bank.
On November 8, 15, 21 the 5th graders will meet for First Communion classes. Their Celebration of First Communion
will be Sunday, November 22.
We will practice social distancing for all classes. Masks are recommended. Thank you for your patience and understanding as we bring Milestone Ministry back in the safest way possible. Deacon Christie

CHURCH FINANCES
Week of September 21th

Week of September 28th

$10,000
$10,000
Weekly Total Operating Expenses
$ 4,824
$14,169
Actual Weekly Total Giving
$ -5176
$ 4,169
This one number represents all expenses including staff costs, benevolences, supplies, outreach,
and our mortgage payment. If you have questions regarding the budget, please contact Tommy
Pollema. Ways to Give: Online Giving: https://teatrinity.breezechms.com/give/online
Text Giving: (605) 777-7223
Envelopes: In-person or mail to the church
Our Globe Offering for October will go to Lutheran Campus Ministries

Wanted: Tech Volunteers for Sunday Morning
We are looking for two groups of volunteers:
Camera operator for our livestreaming at 10:30am. (training provided)
PowerPoint operator – sit at the sound board and advance PowerPoint slides during worship (8:00 or 10:30)
If you want to be part of the Tech Team on Sunday mornings, please email Maggie Saugstad maggie.saugstad@gmail.com or Deacon Christie christie@teatrinity.org

Proposed Amendment to the Trinity Lutheran Church Constitution
At the semiannual meeting to be held on October 18, 2020 the following amendment to Trinity Lutheran church’s constitution will be presented.
“Be it resolved that Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church amend the Constitution, Bylaws, and Continuing Resolutions by
addition of C10.08 of the Model Constitution for Congregations, stating:
C10.08 This congregation may hold meetings by remote communication, including electronically and by telephone
conference, as long as there is an opportunity for simultaneous aural communication. To the extent permitted by
state law, notice of all meeting may be provided electronically.”

The preschoolers want to give a thank you to Joy Schreurs and Dick & Alma
Gors for donating the pumpkins. The kids had such a fun time painting them!

8am & 9:30am Worship
Sunday, October 4, 2020

Trinity Lutheran Church, Tea, SD
Teatrinity.org – 605-498-2343

18th Sunday After Pentecost
GATHERING
Welcome and Announcements
Call to Worship

L: Come to us with your steadfast love, O God,
C: that we may rejoice and be glad all our days.
L: Praise to the blest and holy Trinity, one God,
C: who gives us life, salvation, and resurrection.
L: Let us enter worship with thanksgiving and praise.
C: We gather in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen
Confession
L: We confess our sins before God and one another.

Pause for silence and reflection.
L: Patient God,
C: You have taught us all we need to be your faithful people. And yet we persist in going our
own way, doing our own thing, and minding our own business when we ought to be about
the business of your kingdom. Forgive our selfish neglect of others and bring us back into wholeness with our brothers and sisters. Amen.
L: God is merciful, patient, kind and forgiving. We have been pardoned for all that we have done,
and all that we have overlooked. May we give now as we have received: generously and extravagantly, in the way of our loving teacher, savior and Lord. Amen.
Song 8:00am “Praise to the Lord” ELW 858 10:30am “Amazing Love”
Prayer of the Day
L: Faithful God,
C: You desire faithful followers who produce the fruits of your kingdom. May we be your
trustworthy stewards, that the world might know your love through us. For Jesus’ sake.
Amen.

WORD
First Reading – Isaiah 5:1-7
Psalm 80:7-15
L: Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved.
C: You brought a vine out of Egypt; you drove out the nations and planted it.
L: You cleared the ground for it; it took deep root and filled the land.
C: The mountains were covered with its shade, the mighty cedars with its branches;
L: it sent out its branches to the sea, and its shoots to the River.
C: Why then have you broken down its walls, so that all who pass along the way pluck its fruit?
L: The boar from the forest ravages it, and all that move in the field feed on it.
C: Turn again, O God of hosts; look down from heaven, and see; have regard for this vine,
L: the stock that your right hand planted.*
Second Reading – Philippians 3:4b-14
Gospel Reading – Matthew 21:33-40
L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God
Sermon

Deacon Christie Meier

Sermon Song

“How Great is Our God”

Apostles’ Creed
Offertory
Prayers of the People
We pray for members and friends of our congregation: Ron Seim, Steve Jelen’s dad – Gene and brother – Jamie, Sarah Hilmoe's uncle Fred Tidemann. Jerry & Dianne Werness’s son in law – Doug Madetzke, Shirley Oltmann’s sister, Linda Goulet, Jami Atkin’s dad – Kevin Roth, Tara Johanneson’s brother-in-law, Jesse, Jessica Boone’s mom – Sue Meyer. Rosalie Gerdes’s sister JoAnn Breitbach, Clifford Mechels, Troy Smith and Ellie
Cordie while in active duty. Condolences to Mike Westall and family for the loss of his dad—Gerald Westall

Lord’s Prayer
Blessing
SENDING
Sending Song 8:00 “On Our Way Rejoicing” ELW 537 10:30 “Cornerstone”
Sending
L: God is good.

C: All the time.

L: All the time.

C: God is good.

L: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!

C: Thanks be to God!

